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REPORT. 


RECKIPTS. 


Assessed State, County, Town and School Tax, 
Cash in Treasurer’s hands 1858, 
“ by Note to Wm. Noyes, 
Received Railroad Tax, 1858-59, 
«Literary Fund, 
Non-Resident Highway Tax, 
Received of County for support of Pauper, 
a for use of Town Hall, 


—ALLPPRDALPBLIALAA OL ee 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid Wm. Wadleigh on execution, 

“ State Treasurer, 

“ County Treasurer, 

“ Wm. W. Stickney as counsel on road cases, 
School District No. 1, 


shy “ No. 2, 
“ ‘“ No. 3. 
“ “ No. 4, 
“ “ No. 5, 
+“ “ No. 6 


7 


$2111 96 
260 68 
700 00 

72 80 
28 28 
66 84 
34 50 

2 00 


$3277 06 


$662 08 
128 80 
322 41 

71 36 


$396 28 
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Paid School Commissioner, 
“ Samuel Noyes, agent of town ys, Johnson, 
‘© Moses Dow, 2nd, agent of town vs, Canaan, 
“ G. W. Conley for support of county pauper, 
“ John Kelly for getting county money, 
“ ‘Town Clerk for blank books, 
‘« for books and stationery, 
“ Henry A. Kelly, ringing bell, 


PAID FOR BRIDGES. 
Bridge near Amos Little’s, 
= “ Tsaiah Hall’s, 
< “« Wm. Noyes’s, 
rs “ George Poor’s, 


Paid for repairs on road near Joseph Cowdrey, 


SNOW BILLS. 
Paid Daniel Knight, 
“ Wm. M. Thomas, 
“ James Knight, 
‘ Albert Noyes, 
“ Jesse Little, 
‘© John Wilson, 
“ Samuel W. Stickney, 
“« Gideon W. Conley, 


Paid non-resident highway receipts, 
“ for stove fixtures, Town Hall, 
«« John Kelly’s services for the town, 


PAUPERS. 
Paid for support of Roberts family, 
oe a Betsey Pervere, 


as ? Enoch Noyes, 


58 83 
127 36 
26 00 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Abated to Aaron Hoyt, over taxed, 
&“ Enoch Taylor, 
A Daniel Taylor,“ “ 
6 Robert Stevens, non-resident, 
6 , oseph Chandler, poll, 1857, 


Carried forward, 


$21 18 


66 84 
6 50 
1 00 


$212 19 
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Brought forward, 
Abated to Charles M. Clark, poll, 1858, 
« -_‘Nath’l Bushbee, “= 1859, 
- _ George W. Heath, “ . 
. Daniel Noyes, deceased, 


NOTES AND INTEREST, 

Simeon Peaslee’s note and interest, 
Benjamin Foster’s “ vi 
Elbridge G. Greenough’s note and interest, 
Interest on Nathan Johnson’s note, 

“« on Sally Heath’s, “ 

“ on Bailey Knight’s, - 

“ on Mary D. and Ed. N. Greencugh’s notes, 

«on Enoch Bassett’s note, 

“« on Wm. Noyes’ 


TOWN OFFICEHRS. 
Paid M. H. Johnson, services as Moderator, 
“ James Knight, “ Constable, 
“ J. W. Spaulding, “ Supt. School Com., 
“« P. D. Merrill, _ Town Clerk, 
“Albert Noyes, “ Collector, 


“a 6 “ a ‘Treasurer, 

“ Moses Dow, 2nd, “ Selectman, 

«“ Thomas Little, se ss 

“ J)aniel Knight, “ oe : 


me CAPIT UL AB 


Receipts, sum total, 
Expenditures, 
In hands of Collector and Treasurer, 


1* 


PAID. 


322 56 
152 87 
112 09 
30 06 
18 00 
12 29 
38 49 
18 90 
40 95 


6 00 
4 00 
16 00 
8 42 
25 00 
8 00 
25 05 
20 65 


~ Pa 


15 15 


ON. 


2895 36 
381 70 


$726 15 


128 27 
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STATE OF ‘TOWN FINANCES, Mancn 1, 1860. 


NOTEHS PAYABILE. 


Bailey Knight, note and interest, 207 95 
George Poor, . os 83 56 
Nathan Johnson, * “a 510 00 
Sally Heath, as a 306 00 
James Noyes,  “ 4 135 15 
Joseph Noyes, “ es 228 96 
Mary ID. Greenough, note, 100 00 
Ii. N. Greenough, ss 100 00 
noch Bassett, vs 100 00 
Eliza Phimmer, ears 53 99 
John Greenough, Ae 108 12 
Wm, Noyes, as 700 00 


—— $2633 73 


BO THE T OW 


fn hands of Collector and Treasurer, 381 70 
Balance against town, $2252 08 


THOMAS LITTLE, 0 


MOSES DOW, 2nd, Selectmen _ 
DANIEL KNIGHT, Atkinson, © 


ATKINSON, N. H., March 2, 1860. 


Upon examination of the foregoing accounts, as presented to us by the 
Selectmen, we find them correctly cast, and satisfactory vouchers corres- 
ponding with the same. 


GREENLEAF CLARK, 
L. P. E. RICHARDS, Auditors. 
JOSEPH CHANDLER, 


The Superintending School Committee of Atkinson, N. H. would re- 
spectfully submit to the citizens of the town, for the year ending March 
13th, 1860, the following < 


REPORT. 


The whole amount of money employed for the support of schools the 
past year, is $396,28. Of this amount, $368 was raised by town tax, and 
the balance, $28,28 came from the Literary Fund. The division of 
money to the several Districts was made this year according to valuation. 
To District No. 1 was given $49,78; District No. 2, $92,00; District No. 
3, $79,00; District No. 4, $68,50; District No. 5, $55,60; District No. 
6, $51,40. Whole number of scholars in town, 4 years of age and up- 
wards, attending school the past year, 98. ; 

Length of school in District No. 1, 124 weeks. Wages of teacher per 
month, including board, $16,00. Whole number of Scholars, 12. Aver-_ 
age attendance, 9 

Length of school in District No. 2, first session, 8 weeks ; second ses- 
sion, 11 weeks. Wages of teacher, including board, $18,00. Whole 
number of Scholars, 27. Average attendance, 23. 

Length of school in District No. 3, 14 weeks. Wages of teacher, in- 
cluding “board, $20,00. Whole number of Scholars, 16. Average at- 
tendance, 13. 

Length of school in District No, 4, 13} weeks. Wages of teacher, in- 
eluding board, $20,00. Whole number of Scholars, 19. Average attend- 
ance, 15. 

Length of school in Districts No. 4 and 6, first session, 10 weeks ; see- 
ond session, 12 weeks. Wages of teacher, including board, first term, 


J 
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$19,00; second term, ry Whole resus of Selvilesl the first ses- 
sion, 24; the second, 16. Average attendance, the first session, 18; the 
second, 9. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 
MR. BARAK KIMBALL, Prudential Committee. 


The School in this District was taught by Miss Emily T. Greenough. It 
was her first term. The school appeared well whenever we visited it, and 
the closing exercises were a convincing proof, if any were needed, that 
neither pupils nor teacher had laboredin vain. The good order, the ready 
obedience and evident progress of the school, showed that Miss Greenough 
possesses some excellent qualifications for a good teacher, She has, how- 
ever, a distrust of her own powers, which we hope a larger experience will] 
remove. Miss Greenough reports that but one parent in the District vis. 
ited the school during the 12 weeks of her term. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


» . « 
MR. CHARLES M. NOYES, Prudential Committee. 


The School was under the care and instruction of Miss Ruth B. Currier. 
The school did not appear under that thorough discipline and perfect con- 
trol that we expected to find it. Theteacher did not exhibit that accuracy 
and correctness in imparting knowledge, that we always love to see in the 
school room, and which must be employed by the teacher, if pupils are 
expected to make true progress in science and learning. Miss Currier’s 
zeal, patience and devotion to her duties, did much for the school. Actual 
progress was made on the part of many scholars. We were unable to at- 
tend the closing exercises, yet we are convinced from what we saw and 
heard during our several visits, that much good was accomplished, and 
real advancement made under the instruction and guidance of Miss Currier. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
MR. GREENLEAF CLARK, Prudential Committee. 


The school in this District is under the instruction of Miss Annie §. 
Knight. It has been in operation 14 weeks and is still in session. The 
attendance of scholars from other Districts, lengthens the school several 
weeks. The District is fortunate in having the services of so experienced 
a teacher as Miss Knight. The school has appeared well at our several 
visits. It is under excellent discipline and has made good progress in the 
studies pursued. This school shows that it is better to hire an experienced 
and thoroughly tested teacher at a higher price, if necessary, than to run 
the risk of getting a poor teacher merely because she is cheap. | 
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The school is bilavened ta? the Hoge of 1 Mr. Bailey ‘Raight, The room 
is altogether unfit for the accommodation of the number of pupils that 
attend the school. To crowd so many into a room so narrow anil low 
posted is injurious, we believe, to the health of pupils and teacher. We 
therefore doubt very much the wisdom or economy in admitting so many 
scholars from other Districts. The teacher cannot do justice to her school, 
and the disadvantages arising from so crowded a room cannot be fully es- 
timated, except by those who have had actual experience in such matters, 
The teacher and pupils of this school feel the effects of these disadvan- 
tages, although Miss Knight, by her tact in managing the school, over- 
comes in some measure their ill effects. © e 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
MR. GARDNER CHANDLER, Prudz ntial Committee. 


The teacher in this District was Miss st, il A. Nichols, She is a 
teacher of much experience and rare qualifications. In the school room 
she was faithful, devoted, efficient and energ ee The school did finely 
under her care. The pupils manifested a deep interest in their studies, 
and quiet and good order appeared to reign supreme in the school room. 
The progress of the school was good. In sonenne® of the illness of 
the teacher, the school closed before the appointed time. 


4 
DISTRICTS NOS. 5 Ne 6. 


MR. JAMES KNIGHT, NO. 6 AND MR. JOHN LITTLE, NO. 5, 
Prudential Committee. oe 


ee 

The schools in these Districts united as in years past, and were under 
the instruction of Miss Martha E. Smith. This was the second season of 
her teaching in the same house. Miss Smith, with a larger experience, 
accomplished much more for the school than last year. The school made 
a more decided progress and exhibited a better discipline than last season. 
Towards the last of the school there was a falling off in the attendance of 
pupils, which detracted very much from the interest and profit of the 
school. At the closing exercises there was but a small attendance, yet 
those pupils present- showed interest and progress in their respective 
studies. We hope the people of these Districts may not have the pleas- 
ure of having another school in their present school house, 
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REMARES. 


; 


Observation and experience must convince all reasonable men that good 
school buildings, proper apparatus for illustrating the sciences,good teachers 
and the hearty co-operation of parents with pupils and teachers,are the chief 
instrumentalities forgsuccessful schools. All these are essential to the 
greatest excellence in the education of the young. Of good school houses 
we cannot boast. There are some good reasons why they are no better. 
Could they be demolished and annihilated by hard hits and knocks, from 
Commissioners and School Reports, they would ere this have passed out 
of existence. But it secmsito us that the time has come when new school 
houses should be erectedy ‘The interests of our children, economy, the 
prosperity of the town seem to require that the question of re-districting 
the town be de ely gt The question has been before the town 
in ycars pest, but no final decision has been made. We, therefore, in ac- 
cordance with the laws of the State, and in unison with the selectmen of 
the town, have deposited in the town clerk’s office a recommendation and 
plan for re-districting the town. ‘This plan we would recommend, 
and advise its adoption. By the plan proposed no present district will be 
a loser, athouays will be gainers. Unless there is a new division of 
the town, the tax must come heavily upon some of our citizens, whereas 
by the proposed arrangement no one’s tax will be increased, whilst some 
may be made less. A school house cannct be built near to every one’s 
door, and some must live on the outskirts of the district. Yet a few rods 
pier travel will not injure healthy and robust children. Should the 
[lan which is proposed be adopted, we would advise the erection of neat, 
con modicus and substantial schcol heuses, with such improvements as 
will corduce to the physical, moral and intellectual developement of the 
risirg generation. There are many other points of which we might speak. 
Scme of these, however, have been introduced into previous reports, and 
others would require too long a report to present them fully and com- 
pletely. We will, however, speak of a few things which are, we think, of 
vital importance to the prosperity of our schools. Great care should be 
exercised in the selection of teachers. Let no sinister or selfish motive 
have influence in hiring a teacher, nor let a poor teacher be palmed upon 
the district for relation’s sake. Good teachers can be procured, but we 
must pay them well, or else their services will be secured in those towns 
where experience and qualifications are appreciated. ‘The improvement of 
the school, the good of the rising generation ought to be motives in the 
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a Eeecher. Cheap teachers sd rinel like ‘eises baots o: or 
pants. 
this town to other places, and they receive good wages, and kee od 
schools ; now would it not be a wise plan to secure for ourselye he ser- 
vices of these young citizens ? F 

We are somewhat an advocate of home consumption, especially when 
we can get just as good material in town as out of town; We can pro- 
cure good teachers from other places, and yet if we have them here at 
home, why not retain them in town, and pay them well!for their services ? 

There is another thing we would.urge. It is the visiting of schools by 
the parents and the prudential committees. During the past year the vis- 
its of the parents to the school have been few and fat between. We need 
not stop to argue the beneficial influence of such visits on the children and 
teacher. Every parent should consider that a ‘adh effort on their part to 
see their children in the school room, will be appreciated by the instructor 
and the scholar. ‘The very presence of the parent is sometimes a joy to 
the child’s heart, and a sunbeam in the path of the teacher. We visit our 
hired men on the farm and in the shop,—why can we not occasionally call 
upon those whom we place over our anaes must not only feel 
an interest in the school, but they must strive 
outward acts. Many parents have manifested a 
perity and welfare of our schools. Some have vi 
school room. ‘Thus the influence becomes recip1 


eep interest in the pros- 
ted their children in the 
cal. The parent feels 
it, and the child feels it. One great means, then, for the improvement of 
our schools, is the presence of parents in the coal 

One more point and we close. We have endeavored, whilst acting as 
your superintendent, to have a uniformity of school books in the Acade- 
my and town schools. We have made but few changes es books. It 
is not wise to change books often. We have not insisted in every instance 
that scholars should use the text book which is recommendodrguine 
book recommended is the one that should be used and no other. Thus 
the school can be better classified, time saved, and real progress made, 
Parents should be willing to sacrifice a little for the good of the whole, 
There are a few changes in school books that ought to be made another 
year. These changes would be, we think, for the best interests of our 
schools. 

We would tender our most sincere thanks to all those citizens who by 
word or act have encouraged and aided us in the discharge of the duties 
of our office. 


J. W. SPAULDING, Superintending School Committee. 


pt to fail somewhere. We send good teachers from” 


, anifest that interest by . 


oval de. 


